VIRGINIA COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 2023-2024
CONGREGATIONAL YOUTH MINISTRY GRANT APPLICATION

The Virginia Council of Churches is partnering with member judicatory congregations to offer  a grant which will initiate, restart, or renew congregations’ Youth/Children’s ministries. Most congregations’ youth and children’s ministries closed or became nominal during the covid pandemic. VCC is offering a one-time congregational grant for youth/children’s ministries 2023-2024. There are eleven grants of $2,000K for each approved grant. The initial grant will be awarded before the end of 2023 and the remainder half of the grant will be awarded by the end of spring 2024, pending the grantee half term reporting success.
The grants are to provide financial support to congregations to initiate or provide a stable source for funding for youth ministries. Applications for grants are open from October 15 – November 15, 2023.
Follow up reports are due March 31, 2024, to receive the second half of the grant on April 30, 2024. 

 All grant applications must include the following information in order to be considered:

1. Signed Cover Letter
This cover letter must be on organization letterhead and signed by an official of the applicant organization. Letters may be addressed to Rev. Warren Lesane, Jr. VCC Chair of Development/Rev. Eric Moehring, RFD Chair.
2. Grant Request Narrative
The grant request narrative should include a declaration of how the grant will be utilized, desired designation (general operations, a specific project), and statements on the objectives and anticipated outcomes of the upcoming project or program for 2023/2024.
3. Roster of Directors
The roster of directors should include the names of all trustees and/or principal officers of the organization.

4. Current Annual Budget
A copy of a condensed current annual budget for revenues and expenses. If the requested funding is for a specific project, a condensed budget for the project should be included in addition to the annual budget. 

5. IRS Tax Exemption Letter
A copy of the most recent letter from the Internal Revenue Service certifying tax exemption status should be included.

6. Denominational judicatory letter of recommendation and support
A letter of recommendation from the denominational bishop, conference minister, denominational leader, presiding elder or district elder, etc..
Funding Restrictions

· No grants are made to individuals or for payrolls.

· No loans are made.

· No grants are made to underwrite fundraising activities such as benefits, dinners, performances, or sporting events.

Follow-up report requirements are due March 31, 2024, include:
1.  Write a grant status summary of the goal objectives and accomplishments.           

2.  Specifically, name current program outcomes.
3.  Report current revenue and expenses. 

